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Student Senate Minutes 

Education Centre 
Thursday May 21, 2020 

 
In attendance: Olivia Kreger, Student Trustee; Julia McManaman, FFHS; Patrick Boissonneault, RRHS; Bjorn 
Van Der Loo, Student Trustee; Heather Campbell, Director of Education 
Absent:  Mackenzie Ludeman, RRHS; Madison Gagne, AHS; Aleah Gushulak, AHS; 

 
 

  
1. Call to Order:   Bjorn Van Der Loo called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m.    

         
2. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved by consensus.  
 

3. Conflict of Interest:  No conflict of interest was declared. 
 
4. Confirmation of Minutes:  The minutes from April 23, 2020 were approved by consensus. 

                   
5. Unfinished Business:   

  
a) Budget Feedback Letter 

Heather Campbell reviewed the draft budget feedback letter with the Committee.  There 
were no recommended changes.  Heather will forward the letter to Laura Mills, 
Superintendent of Business. 

 
6. New Business 
  

a) Continuity of Learning Plan Update 
The Student Senate provided some feedback on distance learning to date, as well as 
suggestions for graduations this June.  Some considerations for distance learning 
included moving away from strictly paper/pencil tasks, especially in specialized courses 
which were previously more hands-on.   
 
Students appreciate the in-person sessions, whether phone calls from teachers providing 
check-ins, to video chats for small groups of students requiring additional support.  The 
synchronous learning sessions through Google Hangouts/Meet are also appreciated, 
even to hear other students’ voices.  These work best when there is interaction between 
the teacher and the students, rather than a one-way approach to the lesson.  There was 
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recognition of the challenges of Internet access and quality within our District that can 
impact the teaching and learning within these sessions. 
 
Students recognized the limitations around planning in-person celebrations and 
preferred overall to have a graduation ceremony in June 2021, rather than a virtual 
celebration this June.  If this could occur, they would prefer a separate day than the 
graduation for the 2021 graduates. 
 
Some feedback on questions/concerns related to reopening schools in the fall included if 
specialized courses which involved sharing of equipment (e.g., Personal Fitness) would 
still be offered, increased cleaning regimens, the size of classes, and overall school 
schedules. Heather Campbell shared that there are several working tables provincially 
determining the best scenarios and advice for re-opening, and administration is in the 
stages of examining next steps related to these draft scenarios. 

  
 

7. Next Meeting:   TBD – June 2020 
  

8. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at    p.m. 


